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The State: South Carolina's L

Mrs. Virginia Bratton,
92, York Civic Leadei

YORK — (Special) — Mrs. Vir
ginia Mason Bratton, 92, a leader
in the Daughters of American
Revolution and the United
Daughters of the Confederacy, a
friend of governors and legis
lators and a prominent member
of a pioneer York County family,
died Thursday night in' Divine
Saviour Hospital in York after a
long period of declining health.

She was the widow of Robert
Moultrie Bratton of York. "Miss
Virginia", as she was known, was
bom at Bratfonsville Plantation
near York, (he ancestral home of
the Bratton family in the historic
Revolutionary house whore her
grandfather and great-grandfather
and great-grandmother. Col. Wil
liam and Martha Bratton, lived
at the time of the Revolutionaiy
War. It was her pride that Miss
Virginia recalled she had lived
in all three historic homes at
Brattonvilie.

Her parents, the late N. B. and
Minnie Mason Bratton moved to
Y'ork nine days after she was
born. It was in the left drawing
room of the brick house tliat
Miss Virginia married her cousin,
Moultrie Bratton of York.

The couple then resided in the
homestead next door. Mr. Bratton
engaged in planting. Miss Vir-
ginie's mother was a member
of the distinguished Mason family
of Virginia. She %\-as a direct
descendant of George Mason of
Gunston Hall near Mt. Vemon,
who wrote the Virginia Bill of
Rights and who was a delegate
to the early conventions that
founded the United States gov
ernment.

In 19M, the Brattons at Bral-
ton.sviI]e moved to York, where
other members of the fanrily lived
for many years. Miss .Virginia
wa.s a charter member of the
York Chamber of Commerce and
was a dues paying member until
her death.

She was a charter member of
Kings Mountain Chapter, Daugh
ters of American Revolution, of
which she served as local and
state regent. In addition, • she
was national vice president gen
eral of the DAR. Miss Virginia
was also a charter member and
president of the Winnie Davis
Chapter, United Daughters of the
Confederacy. She served as state
president of this organization at,

spirit for Tamassee National DAI
school at Tamassee. She serve
as chairman of the board of d;
rectors of the school for a numbe
of years and was a director c
the Confederate Home in Cc
lumbia.

Miss Virginia was on the boar(
of women visitors of the Uni
versity of South Carolina for man;
.years. WTiile in her 80's and suf
fering from poor, eyesight, shi
would take a bus alone to attenc
meetings in Columbia and othei
cities. Miss Virginia contactec
goveraors and legislators to enUs
their support of Tamassee, tht
Confederate Home and the Uni
ver.sity. She was active in the
Red Cross, serving as chairmar
of the York chapter during World
Vi' ar I and on the executive board
during World War 2.

Miss Virginia collected materia'
on York County and South Caro
lina for many years. She was i
charter member of the Old Yorl
Historical Society. She often saic
that if she had selected a profes
sion she would have choser
journalism. While a young woman
she once locked herself in the
Revolutionary House at Bratton
vilie, closed the solid wood shut
ters and remained for several

idays to get the proper feeling
for a story she was writing fot
a national contest. She won the
contest. 1

As long as she was able, she
visited Brattonvilie and took ar
active interest in its maintenance.
A young friend drove her to the
plantation once a week for f
number of year.s. Her close as
sociation with BrattonsviJle and
the community caused ber tc
maintain her membership al
Bethesda Presbyterian Church al
though since 1914 she had at
tended First Presbyterian Church
in York.

Funeral services will be held
Saturday in First Presbyteriar
Church in York by the Rev. Neai
Leec^ and the Rev. Sam Hoj't oi
Bethesda. Burial will be in Rose
Hill Cemetery at York.

Survivors include three neices,
Mrs. Margaret B. Moore of York,
Mrs. Ernest Carroll of Rock Hill
arid Mrs. B. D. Staton of Spartan-
burg and a number of other re
latives in York and throughout
the stafp.


